
A brief guide

Being a Student Governor



Welcome to your Student Governance Guide

We know that being a student governor is an important role that comes with a lot of 
responsibility. We also know that many Student Governors can initially find the role 
difficult to negotiate, so this guide, written by Student Governors themselves, is 
designed to help with that process. 

For Student Governors

The Role 

The role of a Student Governor is to work closely with the rest of the Governing 
Board to ensure that the opinions of the students are at the heart of the decision 
making process. 

Remember that you are a Governor in your own right. 

A Student Governor must demonstrate a balance between expressing the opinions 
and ideas from the student body, whilst bringing their own voice to the table as a 
full Governor. 

Where possible it’s also great for students to involve themselves with sub 
committees to expand their voice, and further help the college while developing 
the students own interests.

Welcome



Next steps & top tips!

Confidence 

Be confident in your own thoughts and opinions. Remember you are 
a full governor and have as much authority as anyone else in the room!

Grasp opportunities!

Take part in all the opportunities offered to you. This is a very unique role 
and there will be opportunities to do things that few others in your college 
will have the chance to do. 

Connect with your peers

Reach out to other Student Governors, they are there to help and offer 
support. One way this can be done is through attending the training that 
is provided throughout the year as this is beneficial to you and will help 
with your understanding of your role. 

Understand the Nolan Principles

You can read the Nolan Principles by clicking here.  The principles are an 
extremely useful resource explaining the morals upheld by the corporation.  
By understanding these you can better navigate your way towards successful 
outcomes. 

Be prepared!

Walking into a board meeting can be a daunting experience, but your confidence 
and abilities will be greatly enhanced if you’re prepared. Abbreviations and 
corporate jargon can be a minefield, luckily Unloc’s Jargon Buster is here to 
help. Simply click here to check it out.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://unloc.online/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Unlocs-FE-Jargon-Buster-Guide.pdf


Support

Ensure teaching staff and 

tutors are aware of the role 

so it is easier for Student 

Governors to take time out 

of  lessons for meetings 

when required. 

A transparent role 
description will help a 

Student Governor to fulfil 
their role and understand 
what is expected of them, 

their commitment,  
confidentiality and other
 required responsibilities. 

The Governing Body could 
regularly check in with their 

Student Governors by 
providing a mentor for 

them. This would provide 
support and build a

 stronger relationship with 
the Governing Body.

The board can 

consistently promote

 inclusion and equality

 by highlighting the 

benefits of having a 

student’s perspective.

How can board members and Governance 
Professionals better support their 

Student Governors? 



Hearing and Aiding your Student Governors
 

• Share any tips you have, for example: how to tackle board papers, what 

needs in depth reading and what can be read casually.  

• Ensuring there is at least one point of contact for student governors to 

reach out to, such as the Clerk. Ensure the Student Governor feels they 

can talk to the person given as a point of contact.  

• Promote FE Student Governors and HE Student Governors supporting 

each other and sharing tips. 

• Networking through Unloc, LinkedIn and similar social platforms. 

 

• Organise pre-meetings or 1-1s with new Student Governors to help  

Student Governors understand the content of the papers and to answer 

any final questions. 

Hearing & Aiding your Student Governors

Meetings 

• It is good to open opportunities for Student Governors to meet with a 
member of the board before corporation meetings to ensure the student  
understands the papers sent out and to clarify any questions. 

• It’s crucial for the board and the Clerk to ensure a Student Governor feels 
comfortable so they can fully engage with the meeting.

• Boards could do a ‘round the table’ exercise to ensure inclusion and make  
sure that everyone has an equal opportunity to speak. 

• Provide a name card for your Student Governor to hold up if they wish to 

contribute, as raising a hand can be quite daunting for students.



Get connected!

Find out more 
and useful links 

Here are a selection of useful links 

to more information about being 

a Student Governor, as well as 

resources that can further help 

you in your role. Simply click the 

buttons to visit.

- 

Unloc’s Student Governor Hub 

Unloc’s Student Governor E-Course 

Unloc’s Jargon Buster 

The Association of Colleges website

National Union of Students National Conference 

Government Nolan Principles

Click here to subscribe to our update!

Education Training Foundation Governor Page 

Get connected with Unloc!

It’s now easier than ever to stay in touch and keep up to date with all 

the latest news, offers and support from Unloc! Follow us on our social 

channels, and sign up for our free monthly Digital Update, delivering 

all the news direct to your inbox!

https://unloc.online/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Unlocs-FE-Jargon-Buster-Guide.pdf
https://unloc.online/studentgovernorhub
https://unloc.online/courses/student-governor-induction
https://www.aoc.co.uk/
https://www.aoc.co.uk/
https://www.aoc.co.uk/
https://www.nusconnect.org.uk/conferences/national-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://unloc.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=aee85998b547643a83d9e9ac5&id=940b350518
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/leadership-and-governance-programmes/governance-development-programme/



